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THE BURDEN 
BEARER 


Care divides the mind, 4is- 
tracting, piercing the heart, 
weighing and pressing upon the 
soul; unfitting for duty, hinder- 
ing communion with God and 
service for Him. It may be per- 
sonal anxiety or family burdens, 
needs or difficulties. But it wear- 
ies and wears. 


“Casting all your care upon 
Him.” 


What better news than that He 
is ready to take your care and 
relieve you of it entirely? Then 
go with it to Him, the great Bur- 
den Bearer. “Cast thy burden 
upon the Lord, and he shall sus- 
tain thee.” 


We must get rid of it and not 
ponder over it. We should not 
pity ourselves until we are over- 
come with the enormity of it. 


God’s Word says, cast it all 
upon Him. 


HOW TO DO IT 


When we have told Him all, 
then we can trust Him for all. 


“Thou wilt keep him in per- 
fect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on thee: because he trusteth in 
thee.”’ 


If we worry, we don’t trust; 
if we trust, we don’t worry. 
Have we any reason to doubt 
Him? He means what He says. 


Then trust His wisdom: it is 
infinite,and cannot err. His coun- 
sels, promises, plans, purposes 
are all on our side. “If God be 
for us, who can be against us?” 


Trust His power: It is equal 
to the occasion, equal to the 
emergency, equal to the need. 


He will do either one of two 
things: avert what you fear, or 
support you under it. Why? “For 
he careth for you.” 


“Be of good cheer.” Lift up 
your head. Relief, rest and de- 
liverance will come. 





EDITORS MAILBAG 
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Pro-Freedom, NOT Anti-Catholic 


Mr. Harry E. Spencer 
Richmond, Missouri 
Dear Sir: 

In The Converted Catholic Magazine 
of December, 1952, I notice a reprint of a 
letter over your signature protesting what 
you call “an anti-Catholic advertisement” 
and what you regard as “religious intol- 
erance.” I take it that you are a member 
of the Methodist Church. I am amazed 
that a Methodist should write such a let- 
ter. 

Are you aware of the fact that the Ro- 
man Catholic Hierarchy has been one of 
the bitterest enemies of civil and religious 
freedom for the past fifteen hundred 
years? Are you aware of the fact that the 
Spanish Inquisition, in the use of which 
the Duke of Alva put to death 100,000 
Dutch Protestants during the Spanish 
Conquest of the Netherlands in the six- 
teenth century, was an invention of the 
Roman Catholic Hierarchy? If men like 
Martin Luther, Philip Melanchthon, John 
Calvin and John Knox had practiced the 
kind of tolerance which you advocate, 
there would have been no Reformation of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 

Are you aware of the fact that Franco, 
one of the most brutal and intolerant des- 
pots who has ever sat in the seat of au- 
thority, is supported by the Roman Cath- 
olic Hierarchy? Are you aware of the fact 
that a Protestant service cannot be adver- 
tised in the newspapers in Spain? Are you 
aware of the fact that a Protestant service 
can not be held in public? 

Are you aware of the fact that Protes- 
tant churches are being destroyed and 
Protestant Christians done to death in 
Colombia, South America, by the Roman 
Catholic priesthood? Are you aware of 
the fact that the Roman Catholic religion 
must be taught in the public schools in 
Argentina to Roman Catholic and Protes- 
tant children alike? 

Are you aware of the fact that Protes- 
tant churches in Italy are being closed by 
the Roman Catholic Hierarchy in spite of 
the fact that the National Constitution de- 
clares in favor of religious liberty? Are 
you aware of the fact that in every coun- 
try dominated by the Roman Catholic 
Church poverty, ignorance and supersti- 
tion abound? In 1938 I conducted an 
American tour in the Irish Free State— 
a country dominated by the Roman Catho- 
lic priesthood. The tour covered about 
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nine hundred miles. On every hand were 
the evidences of the curse of poverty, ig. 
norance and superstition. Freedom of 
thought and expression on the part of Ro. 
man Catholics in that unfortunate country 
does not exist. Wherever the Roman 
Catholic Hierarchy is in the minority it 
demands tolerance; wherever it is in the 
majority it refuses to give it. It is not in 
tolerance to oppose a System which is the 
enemy of civil and religious liberty. 

The Roman Catholic Hierarchy is a to. 
talitarian despotism and the fact that it 
clothes itself in the garments of religion 
makes it all the more dangerous. The men 
who edit THE CONVERTED CATHO. 
LIC Magazine are scholars of the first 
order. They were born in the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, and trained and educated in 
the priesthood. They have come out into 
the liberty wherewith Christ makes His 
people free. They have first-hand knowl- 
edge and experience of the dangers which 
confront Protestantism today. It is not 
intolerance to present the truth and back 
it up by the facts of history. This is what 
the editors of THE CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC are constantly doing. 

I am asking Christ’s Mission, Inc., 160 
Fifth Ave., New York 10, N. Y. to send 
you a copy of the December issue of the 
Magazine. All I ask is that you read it 
with an open mind. It may lead to a 
change in your conception of tolerance. 
For twenty-five years I have taught Bible 
in Geneva College. I have had many Ro- 
man Catholic students in my classes. I 
know something of the religious difficul- 
ties which they face in a democratic so- 
ciety. 

J.B.T., Beaver Falls, Pa. 


Need of Information 
On Roman Catholicism 


Generally speaking, before reading your 
magazine, I had never realized the im- 
portance of being well informed on the 
present-day Roman Catholic hierarchy in 
this country. Being thoroughly convinced 
now of the danger to our American free- 
dom, and realizing the indifference of 
Protestants, your Magazine is of invalu- 
able importance in presenting a true pic- 
ture of today’s present world situation 
and the crisis which we as Americans may 
have to face in the future. Knowing this, 
and being convinced that Jesus Christ is 
the only way, I will in every way 

endeavor to introduce your Magazine to 
others. G.H., St. Paul, Mim. 


The Converted Catholic Magazin 





WHO 


4 Code of 
Decency 
Needed 


While conscien- 
tious Protestants 
have been shocked 
at the increasing 
quantities of lurid 
and sexy literature 
— mostly pocket- 

sized books, magazines and comics—ap- 

ing on the nation’s magazine and 
Pook stands, it has remained for a Roman 
Catholic priest, testifying recently before 
a Special House Committee on Current 
Pornographic Materials, to call for an in- 
dustry-wide voluntary code of decency 
and morality “similar to that used by the 
motion picture and television industries.” 

The Rev. Thomas J. Fitzgerald, of the 
National Council of Catholic Men, told 
the investigators that the Federal Gov- 
ernment, publishers with a mind to “clean 
up,” and an “aroused” public must work 
together to clear indecent literature off 
the book and magazine stands. Since 
1937, according to his testimony as cited 
in the NEW YORK TIMES of December 
3, the National Organization for Decent 
Literature, organized by the Catholic 
Bishops of America, has worked closely 
with the National Council of Catholic 
Men in an effort to eliminate obscene lit- 
erature from the homes of America. 

The Congressional investigation re- 
ported by the TIMES revealed that one 
publisher of “sex facts,” the Eugenics 
Publishing Company of New York, 
grossed $205,000 in 1951 from the sale 
of titles such as ‘Love, the Science of Sex 
Attraction,” “The Art of Love,” “The 
Torch of Life,” and “The History of 
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i> THE CENSOR? 


Prostitution.” Martin Scheer, the com- 
pany’s president, testified that he consid- 
ered the books “educational.” The inves- 
tigation further disclosed that much of 
this type of literature is advertised 
through direct mail promotion, making 
thousands of young people the unwilling 
recipients of pornographic publications. 

Inspector Herbert W. Case, of the De- 
troit Police Department, at the same Con- 
gressional hearing, drew praise from the 
investigating committee for his report of 
activities carried on by the city’s license 
and censor bureau to drive indecent lit- 
erature off the stands in Detroit. In an ef- 
fort to enforce a Michigan statute for- 
bidding the sale of obscene material, he 
said, the twelve members of his staff 
worked overtime scanning new publica- 
tions for objectionable material. He also 
expressed the view that the publishing in- 
dustry had a “clean-up” job to do, and 
that a Federal law should bar the carrying 
of obscene material across state lines. 


At a later session of the same commit- 
tee, Mrs. Margaret Culkin Banning, well- 
known fiction writer for the country’s 
leading women’s magazine, was called to 
testify. This is how Holmes Alexander 
summarized her testimony in his syndi- 
cated column of December 18: 


“Mrs. Banning had the facts. Ten 
years ago there was some dirty liter- 
ature in the United States but it was 
sold on the sly and it was an off-color 
business. Today it is sold at the news- 
stand and the corner drugstore. It is 
big business. 

“As an honest scholar, Mrs. Banning 
refused to tell the committee that por- 
nography has ever been proved a cause 
of crime or abnormality. As a genuine 
intellectual, she was much more dis- 
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turbed about the distortion of truth 
and beauty which lewd books and pic- 
tures bring about. As a solid American, 
she was annoyed to find from her re- 
search that America has displaced such 
countries as France and Spain as the 
greatest per capita manufacturer and 
consumer of dirt-for-dirt’s-sake books 
and magazines. 

“I happen to believe that men, wom- 
en and children should have the free- 
dom to buy and read what they darned 
well please,” continues Holmes Alex- 
ander. “But, as a father and former 
schoolteacher, I’d be disappointed and 
worried over children or adults who 
abused this freedom past the point of 
normal curiosity and good taste. Also 
I would despise any neighbor who 
claimed the rights of free press and 
free enterprise to peddle dirty books 
and pictures to innocent kids and de- 
generate adults.” 

Faced with a moral problem of such 
dimensions, Protestantism must become 
vocal. Individually and collectively, as 
concerned moral agents, all Protestants 
must rise to prevent the spread of inde- 
cent literature and to insist upon a self- 
imposed code of decency within the pub- 
lishing industry. The final verdict in mat- 
ters of morality cannot be left to the Fed- 
eral Government alone. 

Nor can the Roman Catholic Church 
arrogate to itself the authority to speak 
in behalf of all religions. That porno- 
gtaphic literature has found its greatest 
production and market in “Catholic” 
France and Spain does not speak well for 
the restraining influence of a church fre- 
quently more interested in prohibiting 
the circulation of the Bible than of less 
wholesome publications. Past experience 
affords sufficient proof that Rome’s way 
of censoring is biased and tends to defend 
only what is related to its own peculiar 
creed. Final authority must rest with the 
Word of God. 

Who then is to be the censor? Can we 
be satisfied with governmental rulings? 
Can we allow Rome to speak for all? One 
alternative remains — Protestants must 
prayerfully and forcefully defend the sa- 
cred principles of Scripture, insisting on 
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Christian standards of morality in all pub. 
lic media of communication and enter. 
tainment, and defining once and for all 
what is to be acceptable material for 
ular publications as well as for radio, tele. 
vision and cinema. 


Purity of heart and of thinking comes 
from fellowship with God in Christ, but 
it must be defended against attack 
through the physical senses. And this is 
the responsibility of the Protestant Church 
—to delineate a moral code that will pro- 
tect its youth from sensual literature, 
films, telecasts and broadcasts. 
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With Sword 
stud Cross 


The same Bishop 
(Russell J. McVinney 
of Providence, R. I.) 
who recently startled 
many Americans un- 
familiar with Roman 
canonical law with 
his flagrant defiance of U. S. civil law 
as it is related to marriage and divorce, 
in the same week extended a cordial in- 
vitation to all Rhode Island lawyers— 
Catholic and non-Catholic—to attend the 
“Red Mass” offered at the Cathedral of 
Saints Peter and Paul-“‘to invoke God's 
blessing upon the Judicial Year.” 


In his Pastoral Letter of October 19, 
Bishop McVinney threatened with ana 
themas and excommunication any Catho- 
lic or fallen-away Catholic who would at- 
tempt to marry before a civil official or 
non-Catholic minister, or even ‘show ap- 
proval in any outward form whatsoever 
to a contemplated marriage by a Catholic 
which is to take place outside the Catho- 
lic Church. This includes sponsoring or 
attending a party in honor of that person, 
giving a bridal gift, sending a card of 
congratulation, and so forth.” 

In the same Pastoral, which TIME 
MAGAZINE (Nov. 3) called “one of 
the most severe interpretations of divorce 
laws yet laid down” and which was quot. 
ed extensively in the January issue of the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGA- 
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ZINE, the Bishop declared: “further- 
more, a Catholic lawyer may not, under 
pain of mortal sin, approach the civil 
courts as attorney for a plaintiff seeking 
either a separation, divorce, or annulment 
of a marriage which had been contracted 
before a Catholic priest unless the plain- 
tiff or the lawyer has first obtained per- 
mission of the Most Reverend Bishop.” 


The Bishop’s invitation to all members 
of the Rhode Island Bar was but another 
step towards his ultimate goal of super- 
imposing on the State’s civil law the 
Church’s canon law of marriage, thus can- 
celling out the first and creating a “state 
within a state.” A prominent Providence 
attorney who received the invitation com- 
ments thus in a letter addressed to the 
Editor of this magazine: 

“I am enclosing the original envel- 
ope and contents as I received them in 
the mail. I was informed that all mem- 
bers of the bar received the invitation 
to attend the Red Mass. Many, like 
myself, will not attend, but most of 
the bar will doubtless be there. 

“Those who believed with me felt 
that this invitation, containing the ‘re- 
turn’ card, was an ideal way for the 
‘church’ to classify all lawyers in 
Rhode Island. Obviously, those who 
don’t reply will be on a list for inves- 
tigation as to their religious affilia- 
tions. 


“According to the latest newspaper 
report there are now 105 parochial 
schools in Rhode Island. In Provi- 
dence, children attending public and 
parochial schools are about even in 
numbers—28,000. We who look below 
the surface of things can see the Provi- 
dence School system on a rapid decline. 
All five members of the School Com- 
mittee are Roman Catholics and most 
of the teachers belong to that church.” 


Our correspondent concludes with this 
timely remark: “The Roman Catholic 
Church marches steadily on, but it is to 
be well noted that Christ’s Church stands 
on such a solid foundation that the gates 
of Hell can’t prevail against it, and this 
ismore than can be said for Rome!” 
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74 Red Wat 
For One... More 
Taxes For 
Others 


| The elevation to the 
rank of Cardinal of 
Los Angeles’ Archbishop J. Francis A. 
McIntyre was a papal commentary not 
only on the caliber of the man but also 
on the strategic importance of Los An- 
geles and the West Coast in Catholic 
thinking. 

According to statistics cited by Gene 
Sherman, staff writer of the LOS AN- 
GELES TIMES, the archdiocese to which 
McIntyre came in 1948 comprised some 
625,000 faithful. Now the Catholic pop- 
ulation numbers nearly 1,000,000. 


The Archbishop’s first interest, despite 
his own public school background, has 
been the development of Catholic schools. 
Less than a year after his arrival he an- 
nounced a $3,500,000 school building 
campaign. “The greatest need in the 
world today,” he stated at that time, “is 
that of Christian education. There must 
be schools—more schools.” 


MclIntyre’s growing archdiocese now 
has 82 new elementary and high schools 
as a result of that program, and he is far 
from satisfied. “We baptized 25,000 ba- 
bies here last year,” he said recently. “I 
don’t see how you can say that the school 
program is nearing completion in the 
face of figures like that.” 

Spectacular evidence of the Cardinal’s 
influence was afforded at the time of the 
recent elections when Proposition No. 3 
—which eliminates taxes on private ele- 
mentary and high schools—passed in Los 
Angeles county by 175,000 votes while 
carrying the State by only 80,000. Inci- 
dentally, the propaganda for “Vote Yes 
on Proposition 3” was the costliest in the 
history of the State. But Cardinal McIn- 
tyre’s new Catholic schools will soon save 
more than that in taxes which must be 
shouldered by the California citizenry, 
Catholics and non-Catholics alike! 
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What Jesus Christ 
Means To Me 


By ARMIN R. GESSWEIN 


Y FIRST real im- 

pression of Jesus 

Christ came from 

the four Gospels— 

Matthew, Mark, 

Luke and John. I 

used to arrange my 

schedule so that I 

could take a trip 

through them now 

Armin R. Gesswein and then, quite be- 
fore I knew Christ, 

or could call myself a Christian. In 
these four Gospesl I saw Jesus. All 
other persons and events moved about 
Him, as planets do around some cen- 
tral sun. There I really saw HIM in 
whom I later found hidden all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 


I saw Him going to places where 
even priests, Levites, Scribes, Phari- 
sees and churchmen of thé day would 
never go: to a dying, bleeding pilgrim 
along life's dusty highway; to the 
house of a despised publican, to eat 
and drink with sinners. I saw Him do- 
ing what no other man ever did: for- 
giving sins, healing hopeless and hu- 
manly impossible cases, and even rais- 
ing the dead. I was amazed! I listened 
as He spoke, and never did one so 
hold me by words. He spoke as I 
never heard man speak. 

It wasn’t long before I sensed that 
He was looking at me with both eyes. 
I felt like moving on with Him— 
wanted always to be with Him, though 
I knew Him not. In fact, I felt Him 
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BOUT THE AUTHOR: Ar- 

min Gesswein is one of those 
delightful and contagious Chris- 
tians who has really “fallen in love” 
with his Saviour. A graduate of 
Concordia Theological Seminary of 
St. Louis, Missouri, he has spent 
much time ministering to our Chris- 
tian colleges, seminaries, Bible 
schools and conferences, where his 
messages are invariably accompa- 
nied by great spiritual blessing. He 
was used of God in Norway’s great 
revival during 1937 and 1938, and 
is the founder and director in this 
country of the interdenominational 
“Revival Prayer Fellowship” of 
ministers which started in Los An- 
geles and has spread throughout 
the United States. Your editor and 
this great man of God have had in- 
spiring days of fellowship togeth- 
er, sharing the blessings resulting 
from conferences where both have 
participated. The CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE is happy 
to present herewith Dr. Gesswein’s 
testimony and experience with 
Christ. 


looking right into me and through me 
with the same eyes that pierced the 
clouds and scanned the heavens and 
looked into His Father’s face! 


I felt uncomfortable—yet I wanted 
it so. This was a new kind of wonder 
to me. I didn’t want to leave Him, and 
didn’t want Him to leave or forsake 
me. I began to feel I needed Him. 

I felt He knew all about me, that 
He knew me better than I knew my- 
self—in fact, I was growingly sure I 
didn’t know myself. I felt He must 
have known me before I was born. 
(I know now that He did.) I became 
aware that nothing in all my life was 
hid from His eyes, but that all things 
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were naked and open before Him: my 
earliest days; my youth, the sins of my 
youth; my many later transgressions; 
my life right then, down to the last 
thought, motive and intent of my 
heart! 

He made me feel my sin—but all 
in such a “different” way. I was so 
ashamed that I wept, and yet I wanted 
it so! Withal, I was not ashamed to 
tell Him. I felt I could pour out my 
heart to Him. 

I was beginning to learn why His 
name was called JESUS—‘“‘for He 
shall save His people from their sins.” 
I was beginning to find out what all 
four Gospel writers were declaring: 
this is not just a good man (though He 
was that and the best of men!), but 
this is the Son of God! In the language 
of John: “I spake and bare record that 
this is the Son of God.” 

Another thing that appealed to me 
about Jesus was: His WORDS were 
“different’” — as different as He was 
from those about Him. He often used 
sharp, penetrating, drastic language: 

(1) He tells us what we can- 
not do: “No man can serve two 
masters’ —'‘ye cannot serve God 
and mammon!”’ 

(2) “He that is not with Me 
is against Me.” 

(3) He tells us what we must 
do: “YE MUST BE BORN 

_ AGAIN.” “Verily, verily I say 

unto thee, except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God!” “REPENT,” He says, 
“and believe the gospel!” 

I liked the way He spoke. He spoke 
with authority — not as the Scribes, 
schoolmen, or churchmen, with hol- 
low tones. There was no come-back! 
The argument never reached the re- 
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buttal point. In fact, there was no 
need of arguing in His presence! He 
never left loop-holes. He never left 
a subject with a third possibility. He 
never left a person with a third pos- 
sibility. His language was all-inclusive 
and all-exclusive . . . “I am the Way, 
the Truth, and the Life. . .” 

Another thing I noticed: He didn’t 
deal in sophistries, pedantries or vaga- 
ries. He was not subject to whims, 
flitting fancies, or mere emotions. 
Jesus Christ was and is no mere senti- 
mentalist. 

Nor did He make morality and vir- 
tue His theme, as do the poets, phil- 
osophers and ethical preachers. His 
theme was our relationship with God, 
how to find God and Heaven, how 
to get rid of sin and self, and how to 
have peace with God. He offered eter- 
nal life! He spoke of death, and judg- 
ment. 

He challenged me! Moved me! 
Stirred me! Held me!! All my ideals 
met in Him. He was more than my 
ideal (not just another hero, to be 
admired). He was tremendously real. 
Reality in Person! “The TRUTH.” 
All that seemed to matter was clothed 
and incarnate in Him. So much so 
that all that seemed wrong with me 
was at the same time disclosed. Here 
was GOD. 

And yet I knew He was also MAN, 
“the Son of Man.” He had a new 
way of getting down to me, on my 
level. He was not stilted, not cloister- 
ed, not hard to approach. I felt almost 
as if I knew Him. I could empty out 
my heart, my need, my sin, my inmost 
longing, to Him. A new desire was 
being born in my heart: I wanted to 
PRAY—and I wanted to pray to Him. 
Though I really was walking after 
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Him, He made me feel as if He were 
walking along with me! I didn’t know 
it then, but He had an unearthly way 
of leading me to the immost need of 
my own heart—my need of God—of 
redemption from sin—of eternal life 
—of HIMSELF. 

He made me deeply penitent (not 
morbid). He made me see the real 
trouble with me was myself! In His 
presence, I saw life differently, in clear 
perspective, I could see others, my- 
self and Himself, in clear focus. I 
saw the empty vanity of living merely 
for this world, its pleasures, its gilded 
fame. And at last I saw myself as 
God sees me—a sinner, lost, undone, 
condemned, broken . . . but all with 
a new hope. And my WILL was in it 
all. I was concerned. He found me 
out! I was hooked (not hypnotized). 
i was convinced and convicted... . 
and I WANTED IT SO! 

As I kept near Him in those four 
Gospels He seemed always to be go- 
ing somewhere (even while showing 
mercy and doing mighty miracles on 
the way). His face was set toward 
Jerusalem! I began to notice an ever- 
darkening shadow in His pathway— 
the cross and Death were ahead. He 
spoke of this too. 

He also spoke of rising again from 
the dead the third day. I felt I must 
go along! I could not leave Him now! 
I went along to the ‘“Via Dolorosa” — 
and to Calvary’s mournful mountain, 
and watched as they nailed Him to the 
cross. And as I looked on Him I be- 
held in Him what John and others 
also saw, “the LAMB OF GOD 
THAT BEARETH THE SIN OF 
THE WORLD.” O my soul! It was I 
who caused His death . . . my sins! 
(It was not just Pilate or the Jews 
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or the rabble of the soldiers who cru- 
cified Him.) 

That blood was the blood of the 
Son of God—flowing for me! His out- 
stretched arms beckoned me near. | 
came to Him just as I was—a sinner, 
I prayed ‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner . . . God, save me.” And right 
there He took my burden away; my 
sin, guilt, and shame . . . and gave 
me for the first time His heart-peace, 
Right there He became my Saviour— 
my Redeemer! 

I surrendered my life to Him there. 
I wanted to be His, and His forever. 
And I &mew then and there that I was 
His child, a Christian. He was also 
saying to me, “Take up thy cross and 
follow Me.” And, ‘Whosoever for- 
saketh not ALL that he hath, cannot 
be My disciple.” 

I lingered near. That third day 
came of which He had spoken. The 
wonder, the miracle of miracles—HE 
AROSE! He was and is alive forever- 
more. He appeared unto His disciples, 
and to thousands since. And upon 
Him as the RISEN LORD AND 
SAVIOUR He Himself has built His 
church, and through her He has vis- 
ited all nations, transforming whole 
lives, communities and areas through 
the living witness of those whom He 
has previously transformed. And at 
His own commission this gospel has 
been proclaimed to the world, and 
to you. 

I also know that He is risen be 
cause He also appeared unto me, joit- 
ed my life to His, and changed my 
whole course—called me to proclaim 
His death and resurrection—something 
I had never planned or dreamed of. 

That's what Jesus Christ means to 
me... What does He mean to you? 
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Outstanding Spanish Jesuit Con- 
verted to the Gospel 


NE of the Roman Catholic Church's 

most conspicuous luminaries in 
Spain, through the reading of the Scrip- 
tures, has been brought to recognize the 
true basis of salvation through Christ and 
to abandon the priesthood in which for so 
many years he erroneously ministered. Luis 
Padrosa, Jesuit prelate, famed lecturer and 
founder of the Loyola Institutes in Barce- 
lona and Tarrasa, publicly told a group of 
evangelical Christians in Spain: ‘“‘When I 
began to study of the Word of God I was 
overcome by it, and now I am your brother 
because I have not found any basis in it to 
sustain the dogmas of the Roman Church.” 

Instrumental in Padrosa’s conversion was 
the Rev. Samuel Vila, of the Spanish Chris- 
tian Mission, who for months guided the 
priest in his secret study of the Bible. Pre- 
viously Padrosa had purchased a Bible in 
order to be able to lead a campaign he in- 
itiated in the factory town of Tarrasa to 
eradicate Protestantism there. In a move- 
ment of anti-Protestant indoctrination, 
Catholics were told to study evangelicalism 
and dissuade its adherents. 

Father Padrosa himself began reading 
the Bible in order to be prepared to explain 
the texts to the others. Careless reading 
soon turned to diligent study, and before 
long he was constrained to put his faith in 
the finished work of Christ and decided to 
break free from the man-made traditions 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 

The day following his public abandon- 
ment of the Roman Church, Padrosa left 
for South America, and is now in Buenos 
Aires, where his recently published account 
of his conversion has been given wide note. 
It is reported to be getting considerable 
circulation also in Spain, although banned 
by the Catholic clergy, and is being used to 
encourage the persecuted evangelical mi- 
nority in that land. 
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Another Firebrand Snatched from 
the Burning 


A e€x-priest to join the ranks 
of the preachers of the Gospel is An- 
tonio Ochoa, Colombian by birth, formerly 
a Roman Catholic cleric in his native land 
and in the republic of Penama. 

Ordained to the priesthood in 1941 at 
the age of 31, Ochoa was 
constrained to leave the 
Roman Catholic Church 
after five years of strug- 
gle against her prevailing 
immorality. First as an as- 
sistant to a parish priest 
in Colombia, and then for 
four years in his own par- 
ish in Panama, the young 
prelate suffered disillu- 
sionment upon disillu- 
sionment until he decided 
it was impossible for him 
to lead a Christian life 
without abandoning the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Through the intervention of the bishop 
of the Episcopal Church in Panama, Ochoa 
was able to leave the country and to enroll 
in the Virginia Theological Seminary. This 
was a time of reorientation. “When I left 
the blindness of Romanism,” he testifies, 
“I went around looking at everything re- 
ligiously. I visited a church of a different 
religious belief practically every Sunday. It 
seems to me that I must have visited 250 
different kinds of churches.” 


After a brief period in his native land of 
Colombia, where he met his future wife, 
an American missionary to that land, Ochoa 
returned to the United States via Panama 
and is now engaged in evangelistic work 
among the Spanish-speaking people. 

“These people,” says Ochoa, “are like 
the blind man . . . they are now walking 
the streets of religious freedom, going to 
and fro trying’to see and hear everything 
new—and they should be given the news 
of the gospel of Christ.” To give them that 
gospel is Antonio Ochoa’s determination. 





Antonio Ochoa 
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N THE NEW 
book written 
on the interesting 
country of Haiti, 
the black republic 
(Strange Altars, 
Marcus Bach, 
Bobbs - Merrill 
Company, Inc., In- 
dianapolis, Indiana, $3.00), we have 
for the first time a first-hand study of 
Voodooism, the native African spirit 
cult imported with the slaves and per- 
sisted in by their descendants during 
the centuries that have followed. Hai- 
ti is the only spot in the world where 
the negro has been able to free him- 
self from the domination of the white 
man and live unmolested, practicing 
his religion without outside pressures. 
Doctor Bach spent some months 
among them giving a factual descrip- 
tion of this spirit worship, with its rit- 
ual ceremonies and spirit possession. 
For four centuries Roman Catholi- 
cism has had complete religious do- 
minion over these people. Only dur- 
ing the past few decades has Protes- 
tantism endeavored to affect the lives 
of the people with the preaching of 
the gospel. A Concordat between the 
Haitian and the Papal Government 
has been in effect since 1860. During 
the past century the Roman church 
has had the protection of the govern- 
ment and its clergy salaried from pub- 
lic funds. Certainly, they have enjoyed 
all the advantages necessary to have 
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VOODOOISM and 


Roman Catholicism 


By Henry F. BROWN 


changed the lives of a few millions 
of people through education and re- 
ligious teaching. Yet the degradation, 
the filth and the ignorance should 
make any responsible agency blush 
with shame. 


The Old Familiar Pattern 

These ex-slaves grafted their pagan 
practices onto their Catholic religion. 
Doctor Bach says, “He added new 
saints and Jesus to his favorite loa 
and adapted his primitive festivals to 
Christian observances . . . Voodoo is 
related to the whole broad run of 
Catholic teaching. The loa are saints. 
The ‘island below the sea’ is purga- 
tory. Paquets are like Catholic charms 
and amulets. The houngan’s temple 
ceremonies are comparable to. the 
mass, his services for the departed 
like the church’s prayers for the dead. 
The obligations he places upon the 
people are similar to penances, and 
the secrets of the people are their con- 
fessions told him in confidence” (page 
209). “Catholic saints and Voodoo 
loa, signs of the cross and Voodoo 
signs blending and interweaving” 
(page 217), “There is nothing in the 
church that conflicts with Voodoo" 
(page 223). At the Damballa (snake 
worship the priestess held her bl 
audience spellbound. “Catholic and 
Voodoo saints were invoked, and 
Christian and Voodoo blessings were 
asked for all” (page 75). “She began 
calling upon Catholic saints and Voo 
doo loa . . . This litany repeated for 
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the various deities for both Christian 
saints and African loa” (page 78). 
“This was spiritualism, Voodoo style, 
with a touch of Catholicism and its 
masses for the dead” (page 79). “On 
a table a crucifix and several pierre 
loa” (page 113). “A Voodoo altar 
held a crucifix” (page 150). “The 
sign of the cross, the kissing of the 
beads, the chanting of the prayers al- 
ways made me wonder where the 
Mother church left off and where 
Voodoo took over” (page 125). “‘Ca- 
tholicism was once more grafted upon 
Voodoo, and Christian saints were 
again interwoven with the great names 
of the mystere” (page 173). “The 
central object on the Pe was a cruci- 
fix surrounded by lithographs of Cath- 
olic saints” (page 203) . It is rather in- 
teresting that nowhere has Voodooism 
endeavored to interweave the Bible 
into its scheme of superstition. Only 
Catholic sacred objects seem to find a 
place there! 


Voodoo Catholic, Catholic Voodoo? 

This intermixture of Romanism and 
paganism is freely conceded by Rich- 
ard Pattee, a Roman Catholic, in his 
Report of the Interamerican Commit- 
tee—The Catholic Association for In- 
ternational Peace, (The Paulist Press, 
1946). He conceded that the Haitian 
“has grafted onto the atavistic relig- 
ious beliefs of ancestors many aspects 
of Catholicism. He is not a voodooist 
because he is not a Catholic. He is 
a voodooist at the same time that he 
is a Catholic. No more baffling prob- 
lem presents itself to the priest in Hai- 
ti than this curious and quite honest 
simultaneity of beliefs.” (page 39) 

Another Roman Catholic authority, 
John J. Considine M.M. (in The Call 
for Forty Thousand, Longmans Green, 
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N. Y., 1946) says, “While all became 
Catholic, the shortage of clergy per- 
mitted many to retain a greater por- 
tion of their pagan heritage from Af- 
rica” (page 240). The same writer 
explains how it is possible to be both 
a pagan and a Catholic at the same 
time. “The early missionaries follow- 
ed the good traditions of the Church 
and avoided creating a psychological 
vacuum while they were remolding 
the spiritual culture of the people 
from paganism to Christianity. They 
realized that, when confronted with 
age-long pagan practices to which the 
people were deeply attached, it was 
almost cruel to forbid the practices 
and give the people in exchange no 
positive means of expressing faith and 
love. So, just as in the old Roman em- 
pire, they gave certain pagan symbols 
or practices a Christian substitute, to 
be performed at the time or in the 
place of the previous pagan function. 
All would have gone well if the cler- 
gy had been numerous and if social 
advancement had been possible. How- 
ever, in neglected areas the lack of 
vigor in Catholic life permitted a par- 
tial retrogression, and so we have a 
part of the task to do over again. 
Many things like the ceiba tree, which 
were once linked with Mayan worship 
but which the missioner declared of 
indifferent significance, have taken on 
their old pagan symbolism in the 
minds of these people” (ibid page 
286). 


Catholic Sun Worshippers 


This same type of pagan Romanism 
is found in Guatemala, where the sun 
is worshipped on the steps of the 
church in Chichicastenango. “The In- 
dians retain many of their old-time be- 
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liefs and ceremonies even though they 
are officially Catholics, and it is not 
unusual to see pagan ceremonies even 
at the door of a Christian church” 
(Peoples of the World, page 382, Ed- 
ited by Harold Wheeler, William H. 
Wise and Co., Inc., N. Y., 1944). An- 
other Catholic author admits similar 
conditions in Bolivia. ‘“The Indians,” 
says Peter Masten Dunne S.J. (in A 
Padre Views South America, Bruce 
Publishing Co., Milwaukee, Wis., 
1945, page 161) “have adopted the 
religion of their latest conqueror, the 
Spaniard, but partly they cling to an- 
cient rites.” 
Catholicism Grafted on Paganism 
While conditions in Latin America, 
where civilization has been hindered 
a bit by wars and revolutions, may pro- 
vide the Roman church an excuse for 
clinging to paganism despite its four 
centuries of unchallenged dominion 


over the peoples’ minds, it is surpris- 
ing that in cultured France, where for 
a millenium Romanism has reigned, 
their pagan ideas should still be re- 
tained. Pierre Van Paasen describes it 
thus after living in France for years: 


“Abbé de la Roudaire . . . was con- 
cerned with eradicating these rem- 
nants of the pagan past against which 
the church has fought for eighteen 
hundred years, sometimes with weap- 
ons other than persuasion, but never 
altogether successfully. What can the 
church do against the secret veneration 
of certain wells and sources, or the 
practice of burning incense at mid- 
night under hoary oaks in the forest? 
I can show you a dozen such sacred 
trees within a radius of an hour from 
Paris where lovesick maidens go to 
pray at the forbidding hour. The only 
thing the church can do is sanctify the 
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practice by its approval and so lift 
the stigma of pagan practices in a 
Christian country in the twentieth cen- 
tury. This it has done: most of the 
druidical oaks are today hung with 
pictures of the virgin, and the wells 
are officially baptized with the names 
of Christian saints. Today the peasants 
see the face of Mary in an ear of corn 
where not long ago it was the Magna 
Mater, the generous mother of the 
gods” (page 247 Days of our Years, 
Hillman-Curl Inc., New York). 

In the intensely Roman Catholic 
Spain, more Catholic than Italy itself, 
these pagan rites still persist, notwith- 
standing the fact that the Inquisition 
burned out so much of the nation’s 
real religious life. Gerald Brenan liv- 
ed in Spain for a long time. In his 
book, The Face of Spain (Pellegrini 
and Cudahy, New York, 1951) he 
tells of two pagan customs which still 
continue in that unhappy country. 
“These virgins of the hilltops are as 
much a feature of Andalusia as are the 
virgins of the springs. (In Estrema- 
dura the virgins are dryads and live 
in the oak trees). Traditionally they 
go back to the discovery of a sacted 
image of the appearance of the Virgin 
to a shepherd at some date following 
closely on the Reconquest. But almost 
certainly their cult is more ancient. 
The situations of their shrines closely 
recall those of the Iberian sanctuaries 
with their abundant ex-votos, which 
have recently been discovered in the 
hills and the caves of the Sierra Mor 
ena and near Baza. Some day perhaps 
excavations will be made on the sites 
of these hermitages to determine theif 
origin” (page 65). 

“Another ritual which has fallen 
out of use at Talavera, though it sut 
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vives in various Estremaduran and An- In Latin American countries the 
dalusian pueblos, is that of the Bull American brand of Roman Catholi- 
of St. Mark. A bull is caught, doped cism is called a bastard religion— 
with wine till it has become gentle semi-Protestant, semi-Roman Catholic. 
and paraded through the town under They have the true Romanism. We 
the name of the saint. Women and are inclined to agree. In lands where 
girls caress it with Pasiphae-like ges- priestcraft has full, unchallenged con- 
tures, and their future fate in love and trol, Romanism maintains a gross pol- 
childbearing are deduced from its re- ytheism—a goddess for every town. 
sponse to their attentions . . . That It allows its “converts’’ to retain their 
spirit is entirely sexual. But St. Mark pagan ideas and practices. Even after 
is really a thin disguise for Zeus. An- a millenium it confesses that many of 
other part of the ritual consists in the its “faithful” are essentially heathen. 
blessing of the cattle in front of the It has no gospel with power to change 
church and in the distribution of a men’s hearts. There is no “new birth” 
ring-shaped roll of bread—the rosca experience in Romanism, notwith- 
de San Marco” (ibid page 258-9). standing the clear assertion of their 
Catholicism as a world religion is own Bible, where Jesus said, “A man 
not to be judged by what it is in the cannot see the kingdom of God with- 
United States but rather by what it out being born anew” (John 3:3 Mon. 
is in Spain. Here under the guise of Knox’ version). 
Christianity has persisted through the Has such a religion any right to 
centuries an indecent heathen practice, call itself Christian? Has it any justi- 
which the priests have not bothered to fication for this placing of the Chris- 
uproot. In the United States Roman- tian names and blessings onto pagan 
ism is largely influenced by the Puri- ceremonies? There is but one yard- 
tanism of Protestants. Here it finds it- stick given us by the Saviour for the 
self obligated to maintain higher stan- measuring of Christian profession: “It 
dards than it does in those countries 1s by their fruits that you will know 
where it enjoys a monopoly. Not suf- them’ (Matt. 7:20 Knox Version). 
fering competition it does as its na- The fruits of Romanism are bad wher- 
ture is—becomes just what the people ever it has had opportunity to demon- 
want it to be. strate its true nature. 
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THE DEADLY PARALLEL 


Dear Editor oF THE Convertep 
CATHOLIC MAGAZINE: 

I hope you may be able to use the 
enclosed manuscript. It comes to you 
for the sake of truth which nowadays 
finds no home in Catholic publica. 
tions. If you find the article too long 
for one issue divide it according to 
your pleasure. I know you will pardon 
my anonymity when I tell you that 
I AM A CATHOLIC PRIEST and 
sign myself simply as SACERDOS. 

With best wishes for yourself and 
the continued success of your maga- 
zine, I am, 

Sincerely, 


SACERDOS 


P.S. Hope to have the, pleasure of 
calling on you sometime. 
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ma N ALL HISTORY there is 
Mm perhaps no more singular 
se s parallel than that which ex- 
ists between Israel and the Roman 
Catholic Church, or more correctly be- 
tween “israel’’ and the “church,” that 
is, the official and ruling body (cler- 
gy) of both, in contrast to Israel and 
the Church, consisting of the ordinary 
members (laity) of both. There is as 
vast a difference between Israel and 
“israel” as there is between the Church 
and the “church.” 


4 


Lust for Power 

Both Israel and the Church had 
God for their founder. Both also soon 
became subject to attacks by Satan. 

While Satan’s most frequent tempta- 
tion is probably that against the flesh, 
his most potent attack consists in lead- 
ing men into the sin by which he him- 
self fell, namely, lust for power. “I 
will be God,” he thundered in heaven. 
“You shall be like God,” he whispered 
to Eve. “You shall be the rulers of this 
world,” he prompted Israel and the 
Church. It was the very temptation 
with which Satan assailed Christ Him- 
self: “All these things (all the king- 
doms of the world—world power) I 
will give thee, if falling down thou 
wilt adore me” (Matt. 4:9). 

Both “israel” and the “church” bent 
the knee to power-offering Satan. Nor 
was their fall so difficult a task for 
Satan as at first it might seem. He had 
won over to his rebellion a host of 
angels far superior and saintlier than 
men. However, the fall of “‘israel’’ 
and the “church” was brought about 
slowly and gradually, beginning first 
with individuals in power. There is 
probably not one man in a thousand 
who, having once tasted power, will 
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not covet more power, especially if 
he be an ecclesiastic. It is therefore 
no surprise that both “‘israel’” and the 
“church” lent a willing ear to Satan. 
Since that day the “church” has gone 
far on the road to world domination. 
The name ‘Roman Catholic” is well 
chosen, for the “church” is steeped in 
the empire spirit of pagan Rome, 
“Catholic” expresses more its 
ambition for world rule rather than 
its factual global existence, which is 
matched by Christians in general. 

In the development and growth of 
this Satan-inspired illusion of world 
rule the most effective agents and pro- 
moters were of course the proud, arro- 
gant, power-loving ecclesiastics. Step 
by step a religio-political machine 
came into being. It created a sharp 
distinction between people and clergy, 
consisting of various ranks, the San- 
hedrin being the official ruling body. 
To properly impress the people as 
well as to gratify ecclesiastical pride 
and vanity, the clergy introduced its 
own peculiar and ornate habiliments 
with differentiating accessories. And 
so was born “israel.” 

In much the same manner the 
“church” came into being. The power- 
greedy overseers of the early Church 
soon emerged as “bishops,” whose 
successors have since then raised them- 
selves to such dizzy heights as even 
the most ambitious .of the first bish- 
ops could never have conceived. The 
“church” outdid “israel” in the multi- 
plicity of officials and ‘‘dignitaries,” 
in the oriental splendor of their ves- 
ture, coats-of-arms and self-imposed 
exalted titles. The high priest of old 
was a mere figurehead compared to the 
omnipotent pope bearing the pagan 
title of “pontifex maximus,” and who 
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in his court resembles more an orien- 
tal potentate than the poor, humble, 
homeless Christ whose “vicar” he 
claims to be. The Sanhedrin finds its 
counterpart in the “sacred” College of 
Cardinals who rank as “princes” of 
the ‘“‘church.”’ 


Pomp and Glory 

Another conspicuous exposition of 
organized religion was the Temple. It 
had become a showplace allegedly 
serving the honor and glory of God 
but in reality the glorification of the 
priesthood. The “church” also has its 
showplaces in its massive basilicas, 
lavish cathedrals and stately churches. 

Numerous surpliced flunkeys and 
lackeys flit about performing endless 
ceremonies for the greater honor and 
glory of the “church,” to impress the 
“subjects” and regale a pomp-loving 
world, for the greater enlightenment 
of which radio and television have 
now been made ritualistic accessories. 
These magnificent piles of stone and 
marble, and the spectacular cultus 
within are flaunting proofs that the 
“church” no longer worships God “‘in 
spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). It 
has long ago discarded I Peter 2:5 
and I Cor. 3:17. “This people (like 
‘israel’) honors me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from me” (Matt. 
15:8). 

Money, providing the means to in- 
fluence and power, soon began to play 
a large role in organized religion. The 
Jerusalem temple had been turned in- 
to a “den of thieves” (Matt. 21:13). 
Similar traffic is carried on by the 
“church” both within and without the 
house of God. Money was the real 
god of “israel” and is in even greater 
degree that of the “church.” Jerusalem 
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had nothing to compare with the huge 
variety of “religious articles” avail- 
able in every city with a considerable 
Catholic population. Neither had “is. 
rael” so many “shrines,” and certainly 
the Jewish jubilee year as proclaimed 
in Lev. 25:10 was something entirely 
different from the Roman “Holy 
Year,” which is based rather on the 
annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem made 
by Jews from all over the world, al- 
legedly to keep the feast, but in reality 
to fill the priestly coffers. 

Corruption, the offspring of the 
power-lover, has a permanent home in 
the “church” as it did in “israel.” 
Here again, history brands the former 
as the worst offender and belies its 
claim to holiness. The ‘‘church’’ claims 
to be holy because its founder is holy. 
So might Satan claim holiness because 
he came from God. Moreover, Christ 
never founded the “church” any more 
than God produced Satan. It claims to 
be holy in its purpose, but that pur- 
pose has long ago been smothered by 
its imperialism. It claims to be holy 
because it has produced saints. That 
there have been saintly men and wom- 
en in the Church, as there were in 
Israel, there is no doubt; but they 
became saints in spite of the “church” 
rather than because of it, even greater 
and more authentic saints than some 
of those holding canonized rank. 


Tradition vs. God’s Word 


Tradition became one of the lead 
ing laws of both “israel” (Isa. 29:13) 
and the “‘church.” It is the inevitable 
offshoot of religion organized by man 
for man. To make religion fit into the 
blueprint of world rule it partly set 
aside God’s Word, partly distorted it 
and partly introduced new teachings 
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which became “‘sacred tradition.”” Not 
once do we read in the Acts that the 
apostles appealed to any “tradition” 
in their preaching, but solely to God’s 
Word in the Scriptures. Such was also 
Paul’s instruction to Timothy (II Tim. 
3:15-17). The “church” which claims 
to be apostolic threw apostolic prac- 
tice into the ashcan, introduced its 
own teachings and practices and sanc- 
tified them with the hollow term “‘tra- 
dition,’ and so made void God's 
Word (Matt. 15:1-9) . To the “church” 
apply equally the words Isaiah ad- 
dressed to “israel”: “We have placed 
our hope in lies and by falsehood we 
are protected” (Isa. 28:15). 
























Politics and the Sword 


Like ‘israel,’ the ‘church’ also 
became a political organization. Its 
headquarters, Vatican City, swarms 
with envoys, ambassadors, ministers 
and diplomats from every nation. Its 
nuncios, legates and cardinals are 












y | found in every part of the world. Loy- 
ly } al “subjects” and “friends” are found 
at } in all departments affecting public 





life and world opinion. Their business 
is to keep headquarters well informed, 
promote the “‘church’s” policies for 
world rule and prevent any exposé of 
the “church” and its designs. Today 
it is the world’s most powerful politi- 
cal machine, in comparison to which 
all others pale into insignificance. 
Christ never meddled in politics. 
He did not speak the language of pol- 
iticians. To fulfill the work for which 
the Father had sent Him, Christ sought 
no entente cordiale, made no concor- 
dats with either the secular or relig- 
ious authorities. He neither compro- 
mised nor curried favor. His message 
admitted no arbitration and begged no 


March, 1953 






















patronage. In the same spirit and man- 
ner the apostles continued Christ’s 
commission to them. 

The “church,” however, being no 
longer concerned with the kingdom 
of God but with a kingdom of its own, 
created its own government and polit- 
ical machine under the mask of relig- 
ion. This made alliances, concordats 
and deals with secular powers un- 
avoidable and indispensable. In its 
greed for power the “church” never 
scrupled to consort with any secular 
power, however radical and godless, 
provided it served its purpose and kiss- 
ed the pastoral ring. The “sword of 


- the church” became a political dogma 


and played a big role in “church” 
history. 

Neither Christ nor the apostles 
needed a sword. Christ told Peter to 
put away the sword, for he that takes 
the sword shall perish by it (Matt. 
26:52). The kingdom of God with 
its message of peace abhors the sword. 
It is the weapon of the “prince of this 
world” (John 14:30), the ‘murderer 
from the beginning” (John 8:44), 
delivered by him to his children who 
do his will. All empires are founded 
by the sword and sustained by it. It 
was the sword that founded the “Holy 
Roman Empire.” It was by the sword 
of Hitler that it was to be re-establish- 
ed. It was the sword that extended 
“church” rule over Ethiopia and it 
mattered nothing to the self-styled 
“good mother church” how much 
blood flowed and how many graves 
were filled. 

Persecution in one form or another 
marks the history of both “israel” and 
the “church.” The faithful prophets 
sent by God were the objects of bitter 
hatred and many were killed, includ- 
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ing Christ (Heb. 11:35-38). In the 
prosecution of its imperialistic pro- 
gtam the “church” trampled on its 
own “‘subjects’’ no less than on its 
“enemies.” In the beginning Christians 
read the Scriptures and were encour- 
aged to do so by the apostles. They 
searched the Scriptures to verify for 
themselves what the apostles had 
taught them (Acts 17:11). Their ex- 
alted “successors,” however, condemn- 
ed their “subjects” for reading the 
Bible, suppressed its reading for many 
centuries and even now tolerate only 
their own version, properly doctored 
by explanatory notes. The momentous 
theory that no one can understand the 
Bible but the “church” remained un- 
discovered until said “church” came 
into being. 

Dear God, how exceedingly you err- 
ed for thousands of years in revealing 
your Word! So did Christ in telling 
his hearers to “search the Scriptures” 
(John 5:39), and the apostles who ex- 
horted the believers to read the Scrip- 
tures. Encyclicals, pastoral letters and 
tradition are far more important now 
than God’s Word in the Bible. Lest 
“subjects” should learn the truth, the 
“church” created the “Index.” 

The “church” gave us the Thirty 
Years’ War, brought oppression and 
persecution to its foes by the instru- 
mentality of secular governments, and 
stirs up mob violence in the name of 
“Catholic Action.” Whenever the 
“church” was unable to offer resis- 
tance directly or indirectly it raised the 
cry of “persecution.” This cry became 
even louder when a “church” member 
fell into the hands of the civil au- 
thorities. The “church” has no qualms 
when millions of its “subjects” be- 
come cannon fodder for the advance- 
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ment of its glorious imperial cause, 
But let one member of the “church” 
be clamped behind prison walls, and 
the “church” raises a hue and cry as 
though the whole world were duty- 
bound to spring to its defense. Real 
persecutions of the Church “for my 
name’s sake” (Matt. 24:9) have actu- 
ally been few and far between. Most 
of the opposition to the Church arose 
from the political meddling of the 
“church” which created much distrust, 
odium and injury for its “subjects.” 
The “church” has inflicted more suf- 
ferings on the Church than any per- 
secutor. 


| Rejection of Christ 


In aspiring to world rule, both “is- 
rael” and the “church” turned away 
from God and Christ, the rightful m- 
ler. Like “israel” the ‘“church’’ wants 
Christ no more than it does a Caesar. 
But just as Moses served nicely as a 
front for “israel,” so now does Christ 
for the “church.” If Christ were to 
come on earth today, the “church” 
would shout Him down as anti-Christ 
as “israel” cried Him down as anti- 
Caesar. What a contrast between the 
Acts of the Apostles and the history 
of the “church’’! If the apostles and 
their “successors” were to meet today 
they would be utter strangers to one 
another. The official title of the 
“church” would be a puzzle to the 
apostles. There was no “Roman Cath- 
olic’”’ Church in their time. Followers 
of Christ were then known as Chris- 
tians, not Roman Catholic. Still less 
would they conclude from the title 
that the “church” had any connection 
with Christ. And if some “‘subject” 
should insist that it has, the apostles 
would be dumbfounded to note the 
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glaring contrast between the “church’”’ 
and Christ. It loves the world and the 
things of the world. It has stricken 
from its Canon Law God’s Word, “if 
any man love the world the love of 
the Father is not in him” (i John 2: 
15), that “friendship with the world 
is enmity with God” (James 4:4), 
that “no man can serve two masters’’—- 
the prince of this world and Christ. 


Ultimate Destruction 


The rejection of Christ by “israel” 
brought about its destruction, symbo- 
lized by the demolition of the Temple 
as foretold by Christ (Matt. 24:2). 
For the same reason the “church” will 
be destroyed and that will mark the 
last deadly parallel between “israel” 
and the “church.” The end of the 
“church” is also foretold by God. 

However, the “church” will no more 
believe that prophecy than “‘israel” 
believed the prophets predicting its 
doom. “The prince of this world” 
whom it served so long and so well 
will not permit it to break its ‘‘coven- 
ant with hell” (Isa. 28:15). Indeed, 
he has already so petrified it in its 
colossal pride and conceit and so 
shackled it with the chains of dogma 
that it cannot extricate itself without 
becoming its own executioner. In Isa- 
iah 28:14-16 we read: “Hear the word 
of the Lord ye scornful men who 
tule over my people . . . for ye have 
said, we have entered into a league 
with death (with the killer Satan), 
and we have made a covenant with 
hell (have fallen down to worship 
Satan). When the overflowing scourge 
shall pass through, it shall not come 
upon us: for we have placed our hope 
in lies, and by falsehood we are pro- 
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tected. Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God, Behold I will lay a stone (i.e. 
Christ, cf. Dan. 2:44; Matt. 21:44) 
in the foundation of Sion (i.e. Israel 
and the Church), a tried stone (“who 
of you shall convict me of sin” ? John 
8:46), a corner stone (cf. Psalm 117: 
22; Acts 4:11), a precious stone (“this 
is my beloved Son” Matt. 3:17), 
“founded in the foundation” (i.e. de- 
creed by God to be ruler of His king- 
dom, cf. Ps. 88:34-37). This stone 
shall crush Satan and all his seed 
(Gen. 3:15). 

All this we find further verified in 
the Apocalypse where the “church” 
is symbolized as a “great harlot. . . 
clothed round about with purple and 
scarlet and gilt with gold and precious 
stones and pearls, having a golden cup 
in her hand full of the abomination 
and filthiness of her fornication, and 
on her forehead a name was written: 
A mystery, Babylon the great, the 
mother of fornication and the abom- 
ination of the earth . . . and she shall 
be made desolate and naked and burn- 
ed with fire” (Revelation 17:1, 4, 5, 
16). The first coming of Christ sur- 
prised “israel” at the peak of its or- 
ganized power. That the “church” will 
also come to utter and everlasting de- 
feat in the midst of its triumph seems 
to be indicated by Paul who says: 
“when they shall say peace and se- 
curity, then shall sudden destruction 
come upon them” (I Thess. 5:3; cf. 
Matt. 24:36-39). 
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Behind the Scenes in ITALY 


HE RECENT crisis in the protestant movement in Italy, in 

which the Church of Christ in Rome became the target of 
an unfriendly government, has been widely reported. The legal impasse 
of Protestantism in that country has received less scrutiny. It is the back- 
drop, however, for the scene in which the Church of Christ became the 
principal actor. And it has become increasingly apparent that the Italian 
State is trying to hold the sympathies of the liberal western nations by 
veiling its anti-protestant sentiments under a cloak of legality. 


These are the events, as reported by 
Church of Christ missionary Clyde 
Paden: 

An order to close the Church of 
Christ in the city of Rome was issued 
by the Commissario de Ruvo (i.e. Chief 
of Police of the Prati District) on 
September 12. No services were held, 
therefore, on Sunday the 14th, due to 
a police cordon around the building. 
On September 21 church services were 
held outside the city, the congregation 
moving by taxi to San Cassario. When 
the case received unprecedented pub- 
licity, thanks to fine coverage by the 
foreign press corps, the Italian govern- 
ment hastily back-tracked and at 9:15 
on Saturday evening, September 27, 
permission was granted to hold a serv- 
ice the next day, but at 7:30 a.m.! This 
temporary permit was conceded on the 
condition that the missionaries involv- 
ed would “call off the newspapermen”’ 
and not tell them that services were 
being held until afterwards. 


Official protests were registered and 
explanations sought. And from the re- 
sulting interviews certain conclusions 
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about the Church of Christ incident 
may safely be drawn. 

(1) The anti-evangelical forces un- 
derestimated their opponents. They 
had no way of guessing that the 
Church of Christ workers would have 
excellent contacts in the International 
Press Club, nor that the foreign cor- 
respondents would react so vocally to 
an infringement of Protestants’ civil 
rights in Rome. It was the unfavorable 
publicity which constrained city off- 
cials to allow the church to reopen. 
God's providence had arranged it thus. 

(2) Dealings of the Italian govern- 
ment with foreign missionaries is on 
a very arbitrary and bureaucratic basis. 
Grounds given 
for closing the 
church were the 
fact that the for- 
eign missionary 
heading up the 
work in Rome 
was there on a 
temporary visa. 

He therefore was 
a “tourist” and 


The Converted Catholic Magazine 


= sBs-BEeEB BSE ST. 








had no right to engage in religious ac- 
tivity. Facts disclosed, however, that 
tourist visas are normally extended 
only for 90-day periods, while the mis- 
sionary in question, whose passport in- 
dicated “clergyman” as his occupation 
and “missionary work’’ as the scope of 
his activities, had been granted renew- 
als totaling several years, the last one 
for a period of 18 months. Officials 
admitted that he had done all he could 
to secure the required ministerial stat- 
us. His letters and petitions were filed 
unanswered for “future” considera- 
tion. 


(3) The legal basis for evangelical 
work in Italy is extremely precarious. 
For example, the regulations invoked 
in the Church of Christ case were laws 
enacted during Mussolini’s fascist re- 
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Y | gime and had been theoretically su- 
© | perseded by the new Constitution. 
© | One prominent Italian churchman re- 
l | cently declared: “The government 
 f does not regulate the Constitution ac- 
d cording to law. The Constitution has 





no value in our opinion. It is nothing 
but a scrap of paper.” 







(4) Even the new Constitution of- 
fers little hope of legal protection to 
Protestants, since it is designed to give 
lip service to religious freedom with- 
out weakening in any way the political 
power of the Roman Church. On the 
| one hand, the Constitution states: 
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“All religious confessions are equally 
free under the law. Religious confessions 
other than Catholic have the right to or- 
ganize themselves according to their own 
Statutes in so far as they are not at var- 
iance with the Italian legal system” (Ar- 
ticle 8). “Citizens have the right to as- 
semble peaceably and without arms. Pre- 
vious notice shall not be required for 
meetings, even if they are held in places 
open to the public” (Article 17). “Citi- 
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zens have the right freely to form asso- 
ciations, without authorization, for ends 
which are not forbidden to individuals 
by penal law” (Article 18). “All persons 
have the right freely to profess their own 
religious faith in any individual or collec- 
tive form, to proselytize on its behalf, 
and to perform in private and in public 
acts of worship, provided the rites are not 
contrary to public morals” (Article 19). 


What more could one ask? 


How Rome Overrides the Constitution 

If -this were the entire picture, it 
would indeed be encouraging. But as 
Dr. Virgilio Sommani, moderator of 
the 700-year-old Waldensian Church 
in Italy, has pointed out, it is impossi- 
ble for the Roman Church with its 
concept of absolutism to accept the 
idea of full religious freedom, and it 
gets around the new Constitution very 
adroitly. While recognizing the prin- 
ciples of religious freedom, the new 
Constitution also states that “in ac- 
cordance with the law, their relations 
(i.e. those of the various religious 
confessions) with the State are regu- 
lated on the basis of agreements with 
their respective representatives.” (Ar- 
ticle 8) 

This makes it possible for the new 
Constitution in its Article 7 to affirm 
that the “Lateran Pacts’ (signed by 
the Italian State and the Vatican on 
February 11, 1929) which also include 
the Concordat with the Italian State, 
are law in the present State. The Lat- 
eran Pacts have given back to the Pa- 
pacy the “temporal power”’ with all the 
material and sovereign benefits accru- 
ing thereto. In the Lateran Pacts ob- 
ligations exist on the part of the Ital- 
ian State which may compel it to limit 
freedom of conscience and of religion. 
Here are some examples: 

Article 8. “Public offences and injuries 
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committed within Italian territory against 
the person of His Holiness the Pope by 
speech, act or writing, are punished as 
are offences and injuries committed 
against the Head of the State.” Such a 
proviso would appear to be only just and 
decent, but Dr. Sommani observes that 
“here in Italy the widest interpretation 
has been given to the word person. There- 
fore to speak against the institution of 
the papacy is considered as an insult to 
the Pope—to criticise a papal speech is 
to injure the Pope’s person, etc.” 


In the Concordat, Article 1, appears 
the following declaration: “In considera- 
tion of the sacred character of the Eternal 
City, episcopal See of His Holiness the 
Pope, center of the Catholic World and 
goal of pilgrimages, the Italian Govern- 
ment will take care to prevent in Rome 
whatever may be in contrast with the 
character specified above.” There was a 
time when the Roman Catholic papers 
started a campaign to declare the appear- 
ance of Protestant churches in Rome “‘in- 
decent,” and that to print and sell Prot- 
estant literature was in evident contrast 
with the “sacred character” of Catholic 
Rome. 


Article 5 says: “. . . apostate or cen- 
sured priests may not be employed or 
kept in a chair, an office or an employ- 
ment in which they come into immediate 
contact with the public.” Under the terms 
of this article a Catholic priest converted 
to evangelical Christianity remains the 
butt of ruthless persecution. He cannot 
become a Protestant pastor, because this 
article forbids it. He cannot be a teacher, 
merchant, day laborer, or even peddle pa- 
pers in the streets since this would bring 
him into “immediate contact with the 
public.” 


MEN AND WOMEN 


Act as General Agency for 
distribution of the world’s 
leading religious works! 
Nationwide demand for best- 
selling “‘Hurlbut’s Story of The Bible,” Fine Arts Edi- 
tion, and Illuminated Bibles and Testaments. Establish your 
own business while rendering this VITAL Christian Service. 
WRITE for full details and FREE Catalog! 


UNIVERSAL HOUSE eiticattonie 7, ra. 
86 








Article 29: “The Italian State will re 
vise its legislation in all that concerns eg 
clesiastical matters, to the end of reform 
ing and completing it, in order to hap 
monize it with the principles which ip 
spire the Treaty concluded with the 
See and the present Concordat.” A legal 
sword of Damocles if ever there was one! 

Article 36: “Italy considers as the foun. 
dation and crowning act of public instruc. 
tion the teaching of Christian doctrine ac. 
cording to the form accepted by Roman 
Catholic tradition.” While the Italian 
government’s interpretation of this clause 
has to date been surprisingly liberal, it 
could be used (as has several times been 
attempted) to oust evangelical teachers 
from their positions and to bring the na 
tion’s educational system under the direct 
control of the Roman clergy. 


What is the present situation of 
Protestantism in Italy ? It is precarious, 
to say the least. “We have some free. 
dom inside our churches,” declared 
Dr. Manfredi Ronchi in a recent in- 
terview, ‘‘but no freedom for evangel- 
istic work or to work out in the open.” 
Dr. Ronchi is head of the Italian Bap 
tists and vice-president of the Baptist 
World Alliance. He deplored the ted- 
tape and official run-arounds given to 
Protestant workers and told of a Bap 
tist church established in 1890 but 
closed in August by the Italian gov- 
ernment. “If you need a license to 
worship,” he said, “‘you have no free- 
dom of religion.” 


Rome is just a suburb of Vatican 
City. 
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Comments on the 
Negrint Case 


By a Former Roman Catholic Priest 


HE NEGRINI case has caused con- 
siderable comment, both favorable 


and unfavorable; and as one who was edu- 
cated in Italy for the church and ordained 
a priest, perhaps the author could cast some 
light on the Negrini case by outlining the 
background of the average Italian student 
headed for the Roman Catholic priesthood. 


The novice usually comes from a rela- 
tively poor family whose parents realize 
that as a priest their son will be fed, clothed 
and educated. Therefore, with every good 
intention for the welfare of their son, they 
relinquish their child to the ecclesiastical 
seminary at a very early age. There, to en- 
grave upon his impressionable mind the 
significance of his future calling, the child 
is immediately dressed as a priest. This 
sight of a “crocodile” (such a little boy 
dressed as a priest) is arresting indeed. The 
parents, however, are encouraged by the 
not altogether idle promise that their boy 
may one day be a bishop, a cardinal, or 
pope. 

The subject—under pressure by his rela- 
tives from their well-meant convictions, and 
by the Catholic administrators from their 
deep-set determination to procure postu- 
lants for the priesthood, and the younger 
the better—begins a striking and stipulated 
life indeed. First, he enters the seminary 
and lives a most sheltered (from the world) 
existence, with special emphasis on educa- 
tion, strongly overtoned with ecclesiasti- 
cism. All history, for example, has a Roman 
Catholic flavor. His education is so com- 
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pletely shaped for living the life of a priest, 
that should he resign from it, he would 
have neither money nor marketable gifts 
in any trade—he could only support him- 
self by being a laborer or a servant. 

Throughout his training, the postulant 
is gently admonished to have a religious 
fear of WOMAN and her possible sinister 
influence. He is advised that a life of celi- 
bacy is ever to be aspired to, and that the 
virgin has a special crown in heaven. He 
shall avoid talking to those of the fairer 
sex, and should images of love occur to his 
mind, his imagination. must not dwell on 
them. There is even an elaborate theology, 
Theologia Moralis, de sextis, which must 
be learned on this matter. The candidate 
for orders is led from boyhood to eschew 
the notion of love, procreation and mar- 
riage from his mind. 


A Leap into Space 

If, after ordination, the priest decides to 
resign, he is given a ‘Rescript of Resigna- 
tion.”” This grim document contains two 
conditions: that he cannot marry and that 
he cannot return to the practice of the min- 
istry. Should the priest leave the ministry 
and marry without such a formal docu- 
ment of resignation, he is excommunicated, 
deprived of the Sacraments of the Faith, 
and -knows from his theological studies 
that if he dies unrepentant, he will go to 
hell to endure unending torments. Prayers 
for such a one are of no avail. He cannot 
but evoke pity. 

Reared as a gentleman, formerly regard- 
ed by all outsiders as a man apart, to be re- 
spected and looked up to, to be saluted on 
the street, and to be extolled by the bishop 
as “no ordinary man’’—he who invokes 
“the Living God on the Altar daily at 
Mass’’—he is now a pariah and social out- 
cast. Such an ex-priest has in essence a 
medieval education. He is unable to teach 
in public schools the regular secular sub- 
jects, and unable even to discuss intelligent- 
ly the mundane subjects of life. Knowledge 
of the modern world has been definitely 
kept from him, and if he had been found 
reading of such things, he would have been 
sharply reprimanded with prompt action 
taken to prevent him from procuring news- 
papers or such like again. 
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And so, penniless, professionless, and 
without any psychological coat of armor 
with which to challenge the enemies of an 
indigenous existence, the ex-priest faces 
the perils and pitfalls of cut-throat competi- 
tion in modern life. With horrified eyes he 
sees that the plums of life are for those who 
trample their fellows to procure them. He 
meets suddenly in adult experience, rather 
than on the pages of his-adolescent read- 
ing, the exigencies of life. His hand falls 
on empty space when it reaches for the tools 
of craftsmanship. Instead of being in the 
professional class, he is at the lowest rung 
of the social ladder. Adjustment, especial- 
ly mental reorientation, is difficult, and 
more compulsory with the addition of those 
dependent upon him. 

On the outside, Catholic propaganda has 
built an elaborate edifice around the priest. 
Lay Catholics find it hard to meet a for- 
mer priest and accept him as one of them- 


selves. Non-protestant countries are worse 
in this than others. In Southern Ireland, fog 
instance, the populace looks askance at the 
“spoiled priest’’—usually one who began 
but discontinued his sacerdotal studies. To 
such people it is rather like finding that 
their idol has feet of clay. This is the nat. 
ural psychological implication of being 
taught to regard a priest as “holder of the 
keys,” as a member of a profession that 
wears a halo and is surrounded by rever. 
ence. 

The problems faced by Mr. and Mrs. Ne. 
grini in his new life can hardly be exag. 
gerated. Thus all intelligent men will re. 
gard them with understanding sympathy, 
It will take resolute determination and pa- 
tient wisdom, seasoned with the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, to heal the deep wounds 
left on Mr. Negrini’s soul by his years in 
the Italian priesthood. 





From “THE DAUGHTERS OF ISABELLA”” To The Smokers 


NCE IN A WHILE a question 


mark tries to rise on your horizon 
like a fiery snake. It would blind you, or 
make you shudder for fear! No, we are not 
talking in metaphors. You can find. that 
fiery question mark just around the corner 
—or even in your own pocket! 

When you light your next cigaret, “The 
Daughters of Isabella” have a surprise for 
you. It doesn’t matter whether you are in 
St. Louis, Missouri—where the Daughters 
have their. headquarters—or in the remote 
mountains of Oregon. Just look at the cover 
of your match book. There, curving and 
undulating over the question, “Are you in- 
terested ?”” you will find the red, fiery chal- 
lenging snake of a question mark. And be- 
low it, the intriguing suggestion: “Look in- 
side.” So, you flip open the match book and 
look inside . . . And lo! This is what you 
see: 
“Learn all about the Catholic Church by 
Mail . . . at No Cost!” 

Isn't that amazing? Between puffs of 
your cigaret, mixing with its spirals, here 
comes the incense smoke of Catholicism! 
No, we don’t approve of such a mixture. 
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But they, the “Daughters of Isabella,” ap. 
parently do. And they must know their 
business. Directions, lots of directions fol- 
low—as if it were for the use of a cleanser 
or of a can-opener: ‘‘Just send us your 
name and address and advise . . . We will 
send you an interesting course of instruc. 
a 

Puff! And there . . 


wind. 


Lighting your cigarets with so liturgical 
a flame should surely be proof against the 
dangers of bronchitis or cancer of the 
lungs! Beware, 
though! The 
“Daughters of 
Isabella” may 
appear to be 
like the “‘wise 
virgins” who 
kept all their 
little lights 
ready, but you 
are liable to 
get your fingers 
burnt! 
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Baptists React 


First to respond was the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs on 
November 17. Joseph M. Dawson, the 
committee’s executive director, while 
commending the bishops’ statement in 
its other departments, said he was 
“grieved” to find the declaration as a 
whole ‘‘marred by unfortunate attacks 
on our American system of govern- 
ment and public education.” “Non- 
ptefential aid” to church institutions 
was rejected by George Washington, 
Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, 
} Dawson said, but the bishops are still 
arguing for this rejected policy. 

Dawson also took issue with the 
bishops in their intimation that “‘secu- 
lar” is synonymous with “‘atheistic’”’ or 
“anti-religious.” “Inevitably they leave 
the impression that they are using the 
word as a smokescreen with which to 
kill the public schools,” the Baptist 
spokesman said, “for while they con- 
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Two Sides of Religion in Education 


CoH 


P ROTESTANT REACTION was prompt to a statement pub- 
lished on November 15 by the American Catholic Hierarchy 
entitled “Religion: Our Most Vital National Asset,” in which, among 
other things, the Romanist bishops deplored what they termed a move- 
ment to separate religion from education in the nation’s schools. They 
warned of the dangers of secularism and, while striking out at “monop- 
olistic’” thinking which denounces as “divisive” all non-public education, 
criticized as “utterly unfair and short-sighted” the current policy which 
allegedly deprives Catholic schools of “auxiliary services.” 





cede the desirability of public schools, 
they immediately condemn our system 
of public education as ‘completely de- 
void of religion.’ ” 

‘The great students and authorities 
on our system,” Dawson continued, 
“have said again and again that this 
does not mean that the Government is 
or should be hostile to religion, but 
that it is not the function of Govern- 
ment to aid religion financially or to 
participate in the affairs of churches.” 


Methodist Bishop Speaks 


The next day, Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam of Washington entered into 
the controversy by challenging the Ro- 
man Catholic hierarchy to state in 
“clear and unmistakable language” 
that the Roman Church does not want 
and will not accept public support for 
parochial schools. He demanded this 
assurance as a prelude to discussion 
of ‘‘auxiliary services” under public 
control. 
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Bishop Oxnam, who is also vice 
president of Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, declared: ‘‘Chris- 
tians are profoundly grateful to the 
Roman Catholic Bishops for their ex- 
cellent and moving statement of the 
case for religion. But Americans can- 
not draw the conclusion that because 
religion is essential to the free society, 
therefore the hierarchy should be per- 
mitted to get its prehensile hands in 
the public treasury. 

“Private and parochial education 
make their contributon to American 
life, but they cease to be private if 
publicly supported. It would cost $20,- 
000,000 annually to pay Roman Cath- 
olic teachers the nominal salary of 
$2,000 a year. Religion, yes. Public 
support of prelate-controlled parochi- 
al education, no.” 


Unitarians Object 


The executive committee of the 
Unitarian Ministers’ Association also 
claimed on the same day that the state- 
ment of the bishops was ‘“‘foreign to 
our tradition.” Particular point of dis- 
agreement was indicated as the para- 
gtaph to which reference has already 
been made and which reads textually: 

“The state, therefore, has the 
duty to help parents fulfill their 
task of religious instruction and 
training. When the state fails in 
this help, when it makes the task 
more difficult and even penalizes 
parents who try to fulfil this duty 
according to conscience, by de- 
priving their children of their 
right under our Federal Constitu- 
tion to auxiliary services, this can 
only be regarded as an utterly 
unfair and short-sighted policy.” 


The Unitarian committee, in a state. 
ment signed by its president, the Rey, 
Leon C. Fay of Nashua, N. H., and 
published in the New York Times of 
Nov. 19, said: “We sincerely regret 
that the leaders of a great religious 
body should recommend an experi. 
ment so foreign to our tradition and 
so dangerous to the religious autono- 
my of the individuals and churches 
among which they hold so honorable 
a place; a place which would be seti- 
ously threatened if the Government 
ever yields to the temptation to regard 
religion as an instrument of national 
policy and power.” 


Episcopalians Take Issue 

And finally, on Nov. 23, 1952, the 
Right Rev. Horace W. B. Donegan, 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Di- 
ocese of New York, took issue with 
the statement of the Catholic Hier 
archy. “They assert,” he declared, 
“that the state has the duty to help 
parents fulfill their task of religious 
instruction and training. At the mo 
ment the Roman Catholics are confir 
ing their claims for public support to 
‘auxiliary services,’ that is, bus trans 
portation, text books, etc. 

“They have not always been so tet 
cent. But there is a clear distinction 
between benefits provided to children 
as children and administered unde 

(Continued on page 95) 
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WILLIAM OF ORANGE 
Founder of the Dutch republic 


HE PROTESTANT REFOR- 

MATION owes much of its 
success to that colorful historic char- 
acter, William of Nassau, Prince of 
Orange, better known as ‘“William the 
Silent.” In his country of the ancient 
Netherlands, the principles of free- 
dom and religious liberty that accom- 
panied the reassertion of the Christian 
evangelical faith met their severest 
test. In its desperate attempt at coun- 
ter-reformation, the Church of Rome 
employed all the might and brutality 
of Spain to crush out the reformed 
religion in the provinces of the Neth- 
erlands, hoping thereby to stem the 
tide of revolt against its usurpations 
by the awakened consciences of the 
followers of Martin Luther. Of these, 
William of Orange became the lead- 
et, and as the successful champion of 































gal, F their rights to religious and civil lib- 
Di § erty, more abundant life and the pur- 
7 suit of happiness, he has since been 
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appropriately styled “The George 
Washington of the Netherlands.” 


Educated in the Roman Catholic Faith 
William was born in Germany, the 
eldest son of William of Nassau, but 
succeeded to the Princedom of Orange 
on the death of his cousin, Prince 
René, in 1544, when he was but eleven 
yeats old. In order to accept the in- 
hetitance, however, he was obliged by 
the Emperor, Charles V, to reside as 
his ward in his palace at Brussels and 
to be educated in the Roman Catholic 


March, 1953 
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faith. In his own home in Germany, 
William had learned the tenets of the 
reformed religion, but as prince in a 
country subject to the power of Cath- 
olic Spain he was expected to defend 
the rights and privileges of the Ro- 
man Church. He was a great favorite 
of the Emperor, and when the latter 
abdicated in favor of his son, King 
Philip II of Spain, he appeared before 
the representatives of the Netherland 
provinces leaning on the arm of the 
young Prince of Orange. On that oc- 
casion William heard King Philip 
swear to respect the ancient rights and 
privileges guaranteed to the Nether- 
land people and their government of 
the States-General who were subject 
by conquest to his dominion. Later, 
when this Spanish king proved cruel- 
ly false to his oath and employed the 
Inquisition to plunder and massacre 
both the people and their leaders and 
to force them to renounce their new- 
found faith, William of Orange rose 
up and resisted him. As a result he 
lost all his possessions, but finally led 
his people’s cause to victory. 
Four Centuries After 

Alone in the maelstrom of Europe's 
disasters ever since, Holland has re- 
tained the sturdy faith and just prin- 
ciples of government secured for it 
by William of Orange. The Spain of 
his cruel opponent, on the other hand, 
which retained the Inquisition against 
its own people until a century ago, has 
been kept in religious superstition, 
impoverishment and ignorance. Every 
attempt of the Spanish people to 
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throw off the yoke of civil and ecclesi- 
astical despotism, as the Netherland- 
ers did under William the Silent, has 
been ruthlessly crushed by the allied 
powers of the Church, the army and 
the monarchy. The latest attempt to 
establish a democratic regime and re- 
ligious tolerance has met with the 
same fate as others. Franco’s Fascism 
today, backed by the ancient Inquisi- 
tion of Rome, has destroyed the hope 
of liberation for the Spanish people 
for another generation. 


Defender of Freedom 

Like all others who once belonged 
to the Catholic Church and openly re- 
sisted its errors and the intransigence 
of its official policies, William of 
Orange had to suffer its calumnies, 
and in the end lost his life for so 
doing. The drama of his life’s strug- 
gle in defense of religious tolerance 
and civil justice has been preserved 
for us in two remarkable documents; 
the Proscription of him by King Phil- 
ip II, and his own famous Apologia, 
or defense in answer thereto. 

Because of William’s defense of 
those who proclaimed their belief in 
the evangelical religion, and who as- 
serted their right to petition their op- 
pressors for redress from the Inquisi- 
tion of the Church of Rome, King 
Philip declared him an outlaw, an “‘en- 
emy of the human race.” A reward of 
25,000 gold crowns, a pardon for all 
sins, and a title of nobility, were prom- 
ised to the “benefactor of the human 
race’ who would kill himas a“plague’”’ 
and ‘‘the enemy of mankind.” Among 
the cruelties stated in this Ban, is the 
following: 

“We interdict and forbid all 
our subjects of whatever estate, 
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condition or quality, to frequent, 
live, be conversant, speak, or com- 
municate with him, openly or in 
secret, nor to receive him into 
their houses, nor to minister unto 
him meat, drink, fire or other 
necessities, of any sort whatso- 
ever, under pain of incurring Our 
indignation and displeasure, as 
hereafter specified.” 

William of Orange earned the title 
of /e taciturne, “the silent one,’. be 
cause he kept silent and refused to 
express himself in favor of the plot 
of the Duke of Alva to exterminate 
the heretics in the Netherlands, when 
King Henry II of France revealed it 
to him during a hunting party in the 
woods of Vincennes. In other ways 
he was by no means silent. Though 
he then belonged to the Catholic side 
William of Orange was even ahead 
of the Protestant reformers in the mat- 
ter of religious tolerance. And though 
he later became a Calvinist he would 
never have favored the burning of 
Servetus. 


Conversion to Protestantism 

After he had learned of Alva’s de 
signs, his eyes were opened, and he 
began to realize that he would have 
to remain a Roman Catholic and take 
part in the planned persecution of his 
own people because of their conver 
sion to the reformed religion, or els 
side with them against their persea: 
tors. He left the Netherlands and went 
to Germany, where he placed himself 
under the instruction of a Lutheran 
minister. It was there that his conver 
sion took place, and he returned # 
Holland determined to put his faith 
and that of his fellow-countrymen 
the supreme test against the Spaniatt 
and their cruel Inquisition. 
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In his great Defense, William meets 
every accusation, and ably proves him- 
self justified in taking up arms against 
the oppressors of his people. Through 
its lengthy pages there runs the splen- 
did testimony of one truly converted 
to evangelical Christianity. He ad- 
dressed it to the parliament of the 
States-General of the Netherlands and 
sent copies of it to all the kings and 
rulers of Europe. In it he defends his 
rightful inheritance to his Princedom, 
admits, and even boasts of his re- 
sistance to King Philip as a usurper 
and persecutor of the inhabitants of 
the Netherlands who, he says, ‘‘were 
looked upon as subjects and slaves of 
the Spaniards.’” He recounts the atroci- 
ties of the Duke of Alva and his im- 
position of a universal transaction tax 
of 10%, which often amounted to 
100% of the cost of an article after it 
had been traded several times. It was 
against this tremendous tax that the 
famous Beggars of the Sea opened the 
dykes and thereby defeated the Span- 
iatds, renounced allegiance to Spain, 
and declared for the Prince of Orange 
as their leader against this “Tax of the 
Tenth Penny” and all tyranny. Wil- 
liam openly professes his new-found 
faith in the reformed religion and 
condemns the Inquisition which, on 
February 16, 1568, actually pronoun- 
ced all the inhabitants of the Nether- 
lands, with a few exceptions named, 
to be under sentence of death as here- 
tics. He lays most of the ills of the 
Netherlands to the machinations of 
-§ Cardinal Grandvelle, Philip’s chief 
agent. 
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Inspiration of the Founding 
Fathers of America 


One of the principal charges made 
March, 1953 












against William by King Philip was 
that “he favored liberty of conscience.” 
This was true. For he helped to or- 
ganize the Protestant League which 
formed the Union of Utrecht, which 
in turn laid the foundation for the 
rise of the Dutch Republic. The essen- 
tial plank in its platform was the 
one insisted upon by William, that 
the evangelical faith should prevail 
with entire liberty of conscience for 
all “. . . so that no dissension should 
arise, each sect or individual remain- 
ing free before God, and that none 
may molest the others.” In 1583, three 
years after the Proscription of Wil- 
liam, the United Provinces declared 
their independence and adopted a con- 
stitution for themselves as a free Com- 
monwealth. Much of what was adop- 
ted two centuries later in America by 
the founding Fathers of this Republic 
can be traced to this constitution of 
the Protestant Provinces of the Neth- 
erlands. The southern provinces, now 
Belgium, remained Catholic, and did 
not grant liberty to all religions. 

William in the end died a martyr 
to his faith and to the cause of politi- 
cal and religious freedom. The offer 
of 25,000 gold crowns and other crim- 
inal considerations, including a par- 
don for the crime before it was com- 
mitted, urged the assassin to his das- 
tardly work. A first attempt failed, 
though the wound was severe. The 
second occurred and succeeded in Wil- 
liam’s house on July 10, 1584. But 
no assassin could kill his spirit which 
has lived on in Protestant Holland to 
this day, where his famous motto in 
defense of religious and civil rights 
still stands: JE LE MAINTIEND- 
RAI! I WILL CARRY ON! 
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GREEK ORTHODOXY NOT “SCHISMATIC” 


F ROM the ranks of the Greek 
Orthodox Church come the follow- 
ing observations in the form of a 
letter to the Editor of the CONVERT- 
ED CATHOLIC magazine signed by 
G. Procos of Los Angeles, Califor- 
nia. While use of the word “‘schis- 
matic’”’ must always be considered as 
relative, the letter presents such an 
admirable synopsis of the Greek po- 
sition today that we have chosen to 
print it in its entirety: 


For the sake of justice please allow me 
an objection to the term “schismatic”’ ap- 
pearing in your article in the last edition 
of your valuable magazine in reference to 
the Greek Orthodox Church. . . . 

Christianity was born in the East, and 
Greek was the language of the Scriptures 
and of the early services of the Church. 
The Greeks were also the first to accept 
Christianity. These early communities and 
Hellenized converts constitute the orig- 
inal body of the Church of Christ in the 
East. But even the Church of Rome, and 
the Church in the West, generally, was 
predominantly Greek during the first two 
centuries of its existence. It was in the 
fourth century that Latin began to sup- 
plant Greek as the language of the Chris- 
tian Church in the West. 

These facts are emphasized here be- 
cause the shaping and spreading of Chris- 
tianity are attributed directly to them and 
not to Rome. 

It was Greek thought and philosophy 
which created the doctrines and the theo- 
logical structure of Christianity, and the 
Greek language that made possible its 
spread among the people of the Mediter- 
ranean and the Middle East. 

At the present day it is best, perhaps, to 
state at the outset that the doctrinal be- 
lief of the Greek and the Roman churches 
are identical, except for the word “fili- 
oque” which Rome added to the creed in 
599 at Toledo, without the sanction of an 
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ecumenical council, and it was the first 
cause of the Roman Schism. Other differ. 
ences between the two churches are to be 
found in their practices and ritual and ig 
the organization—all later Roman addi. 
tions. ‘ 

The Roman Church has undergone a 
profound transformation, especially un 
der the domination of the Jesuits, begin. 
ning with the sixteenth century, whereas 
the Greek Church has resisted innova 
tions and remained steadfast to the tradi- 
tions of the Patristic Era. So you may 
judge which is the schismatic. 

The most important of these differ. 
ences are as follows: 

The Greek church does not acknowl 
edge the supremacy of the Pope in spir. 
itual matters; it does not grant inal: 
gences; it rejects the idea of a purgatory; 
uses leavened bread in the Eucharist; for. 
bids the use of graven images in the 
church; permits its priests to marry; and 
confirmation is performed by the priest 
immediately after baptism. 

The Greek Orthodox Church has no 
central “divine” authority with unques 
tioned and absolute monarchical powers. 
The Greek Church is rather a federation 
of five patriarchs and a varying number 
of national and autocephalous churches. 
The five Patriarchs are those of Constan- 
tinople, Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem 
and Moscow, and they are all equal and 
independent. 

Each Patriarch is supreme within his 
own jurisdiction, but all are within the 
jurisdiction of an ecumenical synod. The 
supremacy of Constantinople is nominal 
and was due to the supremacy of the city 
as the new capital of the Eastern Roman 
empire and later of the Byzantine empire. 
It was merely a primacy of honor, as was 
also the title of “ecumenical,” which 
dates from the early sixth century. 

This mark of distinction was fully mer- 
ited also by the noble record of a galaxy 
of great Patriarchs. It was never trans 
lated into any special rights or powers, 
and as a primacy of honor it is still re 
spected by the different orthodox church 
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es, despite the decline of the See of Con- 
stantinople in our days. 

The autocephalous churches today 
(1952) — for it must be remembered that 
their organization changes with political 
readjustments—are those of Mount Sinai, 
Island of Cyprus, Greece, Bulgaria, Yugo- 
slavia, Albania, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Finland, and the youngest one: North 
and South America, which is autocepha- 
lous since 1927. Each uses its national lan- 
guage in the liturgy, according to the 
original policy of the Greek Orthodox 
Church. All these churches are in full 
communion with one another, and all of 
them accept the decrees of the first seven 




























state control, and funds provided to 
a church to be administered under 
church control. I agree with Bishop 
Oxnam that before consideration is 
given to the claims for auxiliary serv- 
ices we should have definite assurance 
from our Roman Catholic brethren 
that they do not intend to claim tax 
support for the maintenance of their 
educational system. 

“Otherwise,” concluded Bishop Don- 
egan, “it is difficult, considering the 
pattern of the Roman Catholic Church 
in other countries and its political as- 
tuteness in this country, not to assume 
that the claim for auxiliary services is 
an ‘entering wedge.’ ”’ 

The CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
disagrees emphatically with the phil- 
osophy of public education published 
by the Romanist bishops, and in deter- 
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ecumenical councils; but reject all the 
later ones. 

The three other (rightly called “schis- 
matic’) Eastern Churches are the Arme- 
nian, the Nestorian, and the Coptic or 
Ethiopian, with their national subdivi- 
sions. Of these, the Armenian and the 
Coptic accept only the first three councils, 
while the Nestorian churches accept only 
the first two. It was during the bitter 
Christological disputes that these church- 
es receded from os Mother Church, but 
without loss of communion, an example 
of the democratic and tolerant spirit 
which generally characterizes the Greek 
Orthodox Church. 


mining the future relationship of the 
State to Catholic parochial schools, 
prefers to be guided by history and 
the experience of other lands rather 
than by any “pledge” of doubtful val- 
ue such as that suggested above. Even 
the granting of “auxiliary services” to 
a religious institution where they 
would be administered by ecclesiasti- 
cal authorities is completely foreign to 
the American system, and would be an 
additional burden on the long-suffering 
taxpayer—particularly the non-Catho- 
lic—whose moral rights would thus be 
so grossly violated. 


IMPORTANT REQUEST 
Please notify us if you fail to re- 


ceive a receipt within one month for 
any remittance sent us of $1.00 or 
more. 
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We specialize in searching for OLD 
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OLD AUTHORS SHOPPE 
Dept. CO-3 Rowan, Iowa 





Battle of the Books 


The Free public libraries of the land are be- 
coming another ideological battleground where 
pressure groups—particularly Catholic Action 
—are struggling to impose their own biased 
criteria, according to statements made in the 
November issue of ‘Herald of His Coming,’ a 
Protestant newssheet. 


Two objectives are attributed to Catholic 
apologists by the periodical: “One is to prevent 
the public libraries from buying books which 
the Roman Catholic hierarchy disapproves; the 
other is, if public libraries do buy (such) 
books . . . employees . .. who are Roman Cath- 
olics are directed to see that these books are 
not put out on the shelves where the public can 
inspect them, but to secrete them, and when they 
are asked for, to say that they are ‘out’... 
The principle of trying to suppress the sale and 
reading of books distasteful to the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy is violative of our Bill of 
Rights.” 


* * % * 


Tito vs. the Vatican 


Special attention was drawn to the recent ap- 
pointment to the College of Cardinals of Yugo- 
slav Archbishop Aloysius Stepinac by the dra- 
matic rupture of diplomatic relations between 
Marshal Tito’s Yugoslav government and the 
Vatican following the announcement in De- 
cember. 


Foreign Minister Edvard Kardelj, comment- 
ing on the break, bitterly assailed the new Car- 
dinal as a “sinister and inhuman person” and 
described his appointment to the sacred con- 
sistory as “an open provocation made to service 
the anti-Yugoslav campaign abroad.” Stepinac 
was let out of prison about a year ago after 
serving five years of a 16-year sentence for col- 
laboration with the Germans. His work subse- 
quent to his release has been restricted to that 
of a parish priest at Krasic, his native town. 


Tito’s Communist government held the break 
was necessary to consolidate relations between 
the state and the church. This touched off Vati- 
can fears of an intensified attempt to create a 
“national” Catholic Church in Yugoslavia such 
as has been done in the Russian satellite coun- 
tries. Foreign Minister Kardelj promised, how- 
ever, to continue help from the state to the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, but said land taken away 
during the agrarian reform program will not 
be returned. He said the state will respect free- 
dom of religion, teaching of religion in church- 
es and a free church press. Church marriages 
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will be tolerated when preceded by the civil 
ceremony. Kardelj appealed to the be 
Catholic clergy to “stop being the tool of I 
ian expansion against our own people.” 


* 8 * * 


Paulists Celebrate Christmas Mass 
On Boston Commons 


A sharp protest by Park Street Congregation. 
al Pastor Harold J. Ockenga was not en 
to deter Mayor Hynes from approving 
Catholic celebration of mass at a civic-spon- 
sored Christmas celebration on Boston Com 
mons. The mayor argued that the religious 
services—a celebration of mass by the Paulist 
Fathers at noon and an evening prayer service 
conducted by Dean Edwin J. Van Etten, rector 
of St. Paul’s Protestant Episcopal Chur 
peared to be “both fitting and appropriate.” 
refused to cancel what Ockenga called “a vio 
lation of our non-sectarian religious trad: 
tions.” 


The Park Street pastor declared that he too 
would “defend anybody’s right to preach on 
the Commons.” (Ockenga was one of the lead- 
ing promoters of the Billy Graham campaign 
in Boston at which time the evangelist was re 
ported to have preached to 30,000 people on 
the Common.) “But it should not be identified 
with a civic celebration such as the city is spon 
soring.” 

“This protest recognizes the appropriateness 
of what has been done by the city . . . in pro 
moting the nonsectarian nature of this celebn- 
tion,” Ockenga said. “Unfortunately the Paul 
ist Fathers have seized the occasion to institute 
the celebration of the mass in conjunction with 
the civic commemoration of Christmas . . . the 
mass is the heart of the sectarian Roman rel- 
gion ... To inject it into this united Christmas 
celebration is highly offensive to a large seg 
ment of Bostonians,” he contended. ‘To Bibli- 
cal Protestants the mass is idolatry, in that Ro 
man Catholicism teaches that bread and wine 
become the body and blood of Christ through 
the blessing of the priest.” 


BOUND VOLUMES 


We have available just a few bound 
volumes of each year of 1949-1952 
@ $5.00 per volume. If you want one 
write immediately enclosing $5.00 
for each year desired. 
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AMERICAN FREEDOM 
and CATHOLIC POWER 


By Paul Blanshard 


The only book against Romanism 
to make the best seller list 




























Of all books dealing with the Roman 
Catholic issue, this is undoubtedly the one 
which the hierarchy would most gladly sup- 

Written by the man whose articles in 
THE NATION caused that magazine to be 
banned from the public schools of New York 
and other cities, this scholarly massing of 
completely documented facts about Rome’s 
teaching and her political program for 
America at once explodes Rome’s grandiose 
daims and exposes her program and tech- 
niques for seizing control of the political, 
educational and. social life of America. In an 
hour when Protestants need to face the 
facts of the Roman Catholic menace to 
American liberties, Paul Blanshard has per- 
formed a signal service by marshaling the 
facts, and presenting them in Intensely in- 
teresting form. A veritable one-volume ref- 
erence library. 
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Says Washington Post: 







structures’ of Rome and the Kremlin. 


the human mind... 








COMMUNISM, DEMOCRACY and 
CATHOLIC POWER 


“(Paul Binnshard) devotes a substantial portion of his 
book to a detailed analyxix of what he callx ‘the basic power 
His conclusion: ‘The 
two are as alike ax the two poles of the eurth ... they repre- 
sent the xnme intellectual climate of authoritarian rule over 
The underlying Ixsue in the struggle 
agninst the Right as well as the Left ix the snme—the rule of the world by free 


“Mr. Blanshard makex hix points temperntely, cogently, and without becoming 
angrily dixputatious. Protestants will hail hix book; indignant Catholics will con- 
fdemn. But in the last resort it in the middle-rond American who will decide 
Whether or not there ix substance to Mr. Blanshard’s charge. And, happily, this 
is still one of thoxe countries where the man in the street can read controversial 
books like thix in order to make up his own mind about them,” 


THE TWO 
BABYLONS 
By Alexander Hislop 


Still in constant demand— 
after almost a century! 


Cloth 


$3.50 


Why deo we re- 
eeive so many or- 
Gers for THE TWO 
BABYLONS? This 
book fills a need 
for a scholarly 
treatise on the 
similarities be- 
tween the objects 
and modes of wer- 
ship of ancient 
Babylon and of the 
Present Babylon, 
the Roman Cathe- 
He church. 


330 pages 


Written in Great Britain almost a century 
age. THE TWO BABYLONS is based on in- 
formation secured through much study and 
research, and cites more than 260 original 
sources of facts. All of these help to show 
that many of the doctrines and practices of 
the Roman Catholie Church really had their 
origin in the pagan Babylonian worship of 
Nimrod and his wife. 


This volume offers proof for every state- 
ment, including more than 260 original 
sources of facts. Illustrated with 61 wood- 
euts from Ninevah, Babylon, Egypt, Pom- 
peli, and other ancient lands. 
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“THE BOOK OF THE YEAR” 


Gehind the Purple Curtacn 


by Dr. Walter M. 


Out of despair and disillusionment as a Roman Catholic moni 
South America came Walter Montafio. Now, saved and sery 
his risen Lord, he takes you behind the scenes to behold the . 
filling cup of iniquity of Romanism. You cannot read this 6 
and remain indifferent to the peril that confronts America ig 
growing power of Rome in this country. ’ 


The Monk Who Lived Again 


by B. H. Pearson 


The life story of Dr. Walter M. Montafio, now 
Director of Christ's Mission. Following his conversion, 
Dr. Montafio’s zeal in battling for spiritual freedom 
for the peoples of South America was such that he 
became known as “the Martin Luther of Latin Ameri- 
ca.” This is a biography of absorbing interest and 
inspiration. 

$1.75 


Special Offer “Mie 


ABOVE TWO (2) BOOKS ORDER 


TOGETHER (to individuals) AT OLY ® 4- 2! 


AT ONLY 


ORDER FROM 


CHRIST'S MISSION BOOK DEPARTMENT 


160 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 








